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Challenges and concrete actions on the themes of water, sanitation and human settlements

Challenges 

Reviewing the CSD 12 chairs report, the WSSD agreements and the Millennium development goals youth identifies the following challenges in the areas of water, sanitation and human settlements:

· The institutional frameworks remain lacking political and technical support to local initiatives (of youth)

· The implementation oriented frameworks solely focus on funding large scale highly technical options instead of low-cost locally applicable and available technologies and community management approaches (Rethinking the future/CSD 12 Youth statement) which could lead to eye for diversity of environments.

· An integrated approach is lacking where all three themes are dealt with in a holistic approach with the involvement of all relevant stakeholders; on international, regional and national level water, sanitation and human settlements are dealt with separately

· The continuous skepticism surrounding the empowerment of youth 
In order to meet the WSSD agreements and MDG’s in the areas of water, sanitation and human settlements we as youth make the following recommendations:

· A participatory approach involving all stakeholders and ensuring good communication and coordination among all actors should be promoted so that development decisions reflect the concerns of all and so as to encourage cooperation between governmental, non-governmental and private sector activities where: 

1. All the relevant actors are involved in planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of projects,

2. each party’s role is explicit and the different interests are acknowledged

3. all the relevant actors work together as equal partners and

4. particular attention is paid to the central role and involvement of women and youth, their participation is facilitated and grassroots organizations are supported  
· Youth participation should be supported through the following methods;

1. Building awareness and knowledge of youth on the themes of water, sanitation and human settlements through;

a. The implementation of Basic Education for All linked with poverty elimination and sustainable development strategies;

b. Peer education of indigenous sustainable practices; these indigenous practices should be supported with adequate resources; 

c. Recognizing, embracing, strengthening and funding youth peer education through informal and non-formal structures. Media and technology should be recognized as one of the crucial methods through which youth peer education takes place;

d. Reviewing the education curricula during the decade for education for sustainable development building the themes quality and critical thinking, life skills, water usages, hygiene and sanitation into the curricula. This will lead to changing the mindset of youth all over the world;

e. The creation of jobs for youth in the all levels of the water and sanitation sector; these jobs should preferable integrated the water and sanitation sector.

Water specific actions to be taken

· The UN and its agencies must monitor and regulate water processes to ensure that decisions (especially water privatization) is not prescribed by donors to recipient (poor) countries as conditionality for giving assistance;
· Creative community water partnerships and traditional community specific water management systems should be studied and documented. Such partnerships should be examined to determine how such systems could be enhanced/ expanded as well as duplicated in other communities. This will ensure that local knowledge and resources are utilized and acknowledged;
· Enhancing the role of (young) women in decision-making processes should go beyond the mere talk. It should be made mandatory for reports (national, regional and international) to specifically highlight the percentage of (young) women participants and their level of participation;
· An international body should be created to which organizations, communities and local governments can report their concerns about activities of the corporations and governments in order to translate the lessons learned in policy.
Sanitation specific actions

· Access to basic sanitation should become part of the poverty reduction strategy papers;
· National governments should create an enabling environment that guarantees the participation of youth in development and implementation of basic sanitation;
· Region-based and cultural sensitive approaches to basic sanitation should be created;
· Basic sanitation should be present at every school as it is a pre-condition for education.
Human settlements specific actions

· A gender-sensitive approach in the development and implementation of all policies, including housing policies. A gender-sensitive approach will generate data that is disaggregated by gender, class and age;

· The adoption of an integrated approach to the provision of water, electricity, sanitation, drainage and solid waste management;

· Appropriate implementation and monitoring of master plans for major towns where they exist, and preparation and implementation of new ones where they are non-existent or out of date;

· Improved rural economies through the development of cottage and agro allied industries to create job opportunities for rural dwellers, and thereby stem the tide of rural-urban migration;

· That at least 75 per cent of rural communities are provided with social amenities to stimulate and sustain self-reliant development to curb rural-urban migration;

· The encouragement of private sector and community participation in activities relating to urban renewal, housing and infrastructure;

· The establishment of a national human settlement data bank to provide baseline information that can be used to better plan for sustainable human settlements;

· The promotion of easy access to land, especially for low-income families;

· There is a great need to upgrade squatter settlements through the provision of basic infrastructure and services. The beneficiary communities must have an active role in this. They must contribute in any way possible, and in fact they must be initiators of development. This will reduce donor dependency syndrome.
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